
STUDENT WORK & HOMEWORK 
I hope that during goal- sharing conferences you were able to gain a picture of who your child is as 
a learner and what your child would like to work on this year.  There is not a whole lot of work 
going home this week as we mostly worked on our goals which is the work that you saw on 
Thursday.   
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COMMUNITY UPDATE
I thought adding these fun photos to this week’s newsletter would help 

capture the feeling shared throughout our community this week.  I’ll also 

post photos on the blog!   

 
Families, I cannot thank you enough for taking the time to support your 

child by attending the goal- sharing student- led conference.  Your support 

and encouragement goes a long way.  Thank you!  

I am ending this week feeling so good about your children.  The work that 

they completed for their goals was super thoughtful and reflective.  I really 

cannot say I was that kind of third grade student!  They continue to amaze 

me each and every day. 

This week’s newsletter is condensed as we did spend most of our week 

participating in mindfulness lessons, reflecting, writing about ourselves, 

and setting goals.  However, we also engaged ourselves in fun projects 

which I will explain in greater detail on the next page! 
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GET OUT YOUR 
CALENDARS  

November 6-  No School for students.  It’s 
a teacher inservice day and voting day! 

November 9-  Early Release at noon. 

November 12- Holiday, no school 

November 19-  Field trip to Strawbery 
Banke Museum 

BLOG: 

mrscoronato.edublogs.org 

I plan to have photos from our 
catapult (STEM) challenge and other 

activities we did this week on the 
blog by early next week.  Take a 

peek.  They’re really great pictures of 
your kiddos at work! 

Read Aloud Books: 

Science, No Fair!   

Malala and the Magic Pencil 

We also watched two videos for 
growth mindset.  I am going to 

figure out how I can get those onto 
the blog so that you can also view 

them at home.   

EXTRAS: 

As you all probably know by now, 
Meghan Wyman is leaving.  

Meghan was helping me set up the 
blogs for each of the kiddos.  We 
were at the point where she was 

going to work with small groups to 
help them personalize their sites.  

So close!  I will need to more time to 
help them, now that she is leaving.  I 

know we can do this!  

 Thank you for your patience with 
this process. It is my first time 

putting students onto their own 
blogs.  I cannot wait until I meet that 

goal!!!!    

           In all subject areas, we set goals. 

In Reading our friends were able to still have a good 
amount of time to read and conference with teachers.  
We will pick up with “real and fake” reading next week 
and also dig into thinking strategies. 

 In writing we focused on finishing two different 
writing pieces for our goals that were shared during 
the goal- share conferences.  We also accomplished 
some word work and were able to get our new words 
lists made.  These will go home on Monday with next 
week’s homework.   

Math was integrated with our STEM challenge, but we 
also did the following: 

* Word problems:  These were subtraction problems.  
Friends are still needing some guidance to 
understand which computation strategies are 
needed in order to solve.  However, once they find 
that out, they are solving independently.   

* Haunted Halloween Challenge:  These was a 
project that we began that focuses on using money, 
addition, subtraction, and problem solving.  They 
are creating haunted house scenes, but in order to 
do these, they have to purchase items from our 
Halloween store.  They all have $725.00 to spend 
on their houses and they have to come as close to 
that budget as possible without going over it. 

* Multiplication:  We reviewed repeated addition 
and multiplication equations.  These are still a bit 
confusing to us.   

In science we completed our STEM 
challenge, but we also wrote about the 
different climate zones.  We saw some 
more videos from Mystery Science where 
Doug showed us examples of real places 
in the world with different climate zones, 
the animals that live there, and the types 
of vegetation.  We learned why climate 
zones are located where they are and why 
it’s hot by the equator.  This information 
proved to be a bit challenging for friends 
and it integrated well with nonfiction 
reading.  

During Open Circle we learned about the 
School Listening look which is a whole lot 
like Full Body Listening.  3C had fun role- 
playing different scenarios with Ms. Vas as 
she helped to clearly demonstrate what 
our bodies and words should look like 
when someone is talking to us.  3C very 
much enjoys role- playing!   

They enjoy STEM challenges even more!  
When I decided to have them build 
catapults as a bit of a Halloween theme, I 
chose it with their interests in mind.  Boy, 
was I right!  They absolutely LOVE to 
build.  It’s amazing to watch them go at 
it.   

When we learn about having a growth 
mindset, this STEM challenge fits in so 
well.  They were able to practice thinking 
flexibly, problem solving, taking risks, 
determination, patience, communication, 
and the list goes on.  

As for the learning pieces, they learned 
different strategies for drawing detailed 
diagrams with symbols and how to use 
color as quick way to show details like 
different sizes. They also used an 
everyday object (our floor tiles) to 
measure distances traveled and also how 
to document that in their science 
journals.  They answered questions about 
their designs, their results, and how they 
would make changes to better those 
results.  Finally, they were introduced to 
having a constant and a variable.   

The biggest challenge for them was time 
management and writing down their 
observations and data.  This is extremely 
typical and hard too, but it’s great that 
we had the opportunity to work on it in a 
fun, meaningful way.  
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