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THANK YOU!
Dear Families, 

 I just wanted to take a moment to say thank you for your support so far this year!  I truly 

believe that working together is the best way to help children be able to be their best selves.  In 

saying this, I realize there is always so much to keep up with, information always coming at you, 

homework to get done, and talking to your third grader about school may not always get results. With 

two children of my own in school, I completely understand what it feels like to be in your shoes. I am 

always thankful that Hadley and Ian mostly remember what their teachers say, because it means their 

extra “to dos” actually get done on time. Those times they don’t remember, and I failed to read it in a 

newsletter, an email, the blog, or on SeeSaw, I take a deep breath to remind myself that it is all going 

to be okay!  Similar to all of you, I too want my children to be happy at school, and having that 

understanding myself, I will continue to try as hard as I can to make this a memorable year of third 

grade for your kiddos!  The good news is that your children make it easy!  I love coming to work every 

day.  So thank you for sharing them with me.  I wish you all a wonderful holiday!  

           Best,  

           Kerriann

STUDENT WORK 
I am sending home some activities they did during this week’s workshops.   

Also, you’ll be able to visit their blogs!  They worked extremely hard on them.  Even if it doesn’t look like there’s a lot of 

writing, there is for kiddos that are also learning how to type!  It’s pretty amazing.  Blog addresses are going to be sent 

today via email.
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GET OUT YOUR 
CALENDARS  

December 24- January 1:   
Holiday Break, come 
back on January 2 

January 18:  Teacher 
Inservice Day, no school 
for students 

January 21:  Holiday, no 
school 

BLOG: 

mrscoronato.edublogs.org 

I did post the holiday 
door!  I also posted 
photos of the 
engineering challenge.  
The holiday share photos 
will also get posted. 

Blog addresses are going 
home via an email today.  
You can visit all of our 
class sites!  How exciting. 

Read Aloud Books & 
Videos: 

Science, No Fair! - Our 
chapter book read aloud 

short story narratives 

The Name Jar 

In READING: 

*  Summarizing- They finished up their summary paragraphs 
that they had worked on last week with a partner.  Toward the 
end of the week, they were given a book project.  For this 
project, they are choosing a favorite book that they finished 
during independent reading time this year.  Then they will be 
writing a summary for the book and publishing that 
summary in a creative way.  These final summaries will 
eventually be hung on our hallway bulletin board.  The title 
for that board is Warm Up To a Great Book! 

* Metacognition Feedback:  At the beginning of the week, I 
showed 3C a rubric that I will be using to give them feedback 
on their thinking pages.  I went over it with them, gave them 
a copy, and then allowed them all week to go back to revise 
and edit thinking pages that they had already finished.  
Finally I filled out a feedback sheet for each reader to let 
them know how they are doing on their thinking pages.  
Soon, when we get back from the holiday vacation, I’ll send 
home reading journals so that you can see them too.    

*  Independent Reading:   Conferences are focusing on 
summarizing and metacognition.   

In WRITING: 

* Narrative Writing-  We continued working on narrative 
structure requirements for third graders.  This week’s focus 
was on writing leads and using transition words.  We studied 
examples pieces of writing and also practiced using 
transition words in a short paragraph.  They now have a 
transition word resource to use that is glued into their 
writer’s notebooks.  They are also being asked to apply what 
they are learning to the writing they are putting into their 
writer’s notebooks and blog postings. 

* Character Challenges:  This week we read the book, The Name 
Jar, and then pointed out the challenges that the main character 
faced and how she overcame them.   

* Independent Writing & Blogging:  Getting our blogs up and 
running has been very exciting.  Since they have been made 
available to us, we have been spending many independent 
writing blocks typing our first blog posts.  The biggest 
challenge has been learning how to log in, followed by being 
able to navigate the system.  So far, they have done really 
well even though it’s a huge learning curve.   I am going to 
send out a whole class email to communicate blog addresses 
and that will allow you to see the posts that 3C writers have 
published.   

* SpellingTest:  They took their personal tests this week.   

I 

n MATH: 

* Fractions:  They worked on making observations about the 
following fractions from number calendar:  halves, thirds, 
quarters, and eighths.  These observations include finding 
equivalent fractions and adding fractions with unlike and like 
denominators, but it is all done visually.  They look at the 
pictures on the calendar marker cards to see what is 
happening.  They also worked on a fraction booklet.    

*  Regrouping with Addition-  Now that all of 3C has practiced 
using the base ten blocks in order to manipulate the 
regrouping strategy, they have moved on to using symbols.  
These are pictures of the base ten blocks that are put next to 
the addition equations (already there).  They regroup the 
amounts by circling the symbols.  This way they can still 
conceptualize what happens during regrouping.    

* Multiplication:  We worked on understanding and then 
practicing the commutative property of multiplication.  We 
did this by using paper dominoes to create multiplication 
equations.  Because the dominoes can be turned, they were 
helpful to use for the commutative property ( 4 x 6 equals 6 x 
4).   We built each equation with tiles. This was very helpful 
as building arrays is still a skill that we are practicing in order 
to demonstrate solid understanding.  Those rows and 
columns are tricky!  You’ll see a paper inside the 
Communication Folders for a game that they played to 
practice this.   

* Music Rhythms:  I mentioned that they would be posting their music 
rhythms onto their blogs.  However, I had an idea for how they could post 
them, and that means more time.  They will be using an ap on the iPad 
called Green Screen.  Using this ap will allow them to turn their rhythms 
into video clips.  I want to give them the chance to do this.  When they are 
done, their final video will go onto their blogs.   

In SCIENCE: 

*  Weather Forecasts:  This week they used the website:  
weatherunderground in order to record real weather data for 
the cities that they are making weather forecasts for.  They 
have two weather data recording sheets that they use to keep 
track of the high and low temperatures, the amount of 
precipitation, and the overall weather like cloudy, partly 
cloudy, windy, etc.   In addition to this step of their project, 
they worked with Mrs. H. During technology time to learn 
how to create a KEYNOTE slide presentation.  Then they 
began creating the background slide to use for the first scene 
in their forecast.  They will continue to work on their slides 
when they return from the holiday. 

In OUR COMMUNITY: 

*I should let you know that we switched table groups!  So far it 
has been great.   
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